4. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Claim 1, Wherein R and R' both independently 
represent a hydrophobic group, X and X' each represent an L» group, n and p have the 
value 0 and L, L', L», Y and m have the meaning indicated in Claim 1 . 

5. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Claim 1, wherein R and R' both independently 
represent a hydrophobic group, X and X' both indepently represent a group comprising a 
quaternary amine, n and p have the value 0 and L, ^L', Y and m have the meaning indicated 
in Claim 1 . 



-6. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Cla/m 1, which exhibits a number-average 
molecular mass between 400 and 500 000. 

7. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Claiijh 1, wherein R and R-' represent a radical or 
a polymer with a saturated or unsaturated and linear or branched hydrocarbonaceous 
chain, in which chain one or more of the /carbon atoms is optionally replaced by a 
heteroatom selected from the group consisting of S, N, O and P, or a radical comprising a 
silicone or perfluorinated chain. 

8. (Amended) A polyurethane according to (jflaim 1, wherein X and X' represent one of the 
formulae: 



— R 2 -N— — / — R2- 



I 



Ri 



A, 



or 



N7 A " 



Ri 



for X 



— N-R 2 - 
Ri 



R 2 A 



or 



for X' 



in which: 
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R2 represents a linear or branched alkylene radical having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, 
which optionally may comprise a saturated or unsaturated ring, or an arylene radical, 
wherein one or more carbon atoms optionally is replaced by a heteroatom selected from 
the group consisting of N, S, O or P; / 

Ri and R3, which are identical or different, ^e a linear or branched C1-C30 alkyl or 
alkenyl radical or an aryl radical, wherein at least one of the carbon atoms optionally can 
be replaced by a heteroatom selected from the jgroup consisting of N, S, O and P; 

A- is a physiologically acceptable counterfoil. 



9. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Claim 1, wherein L, L' and L» groups, which 
are identical or different, represent the formula: 



in which: / 
Z represents -O-, -S- or -NH-; and / 

R4 represents a linear or branched alkylene raidcal having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, 
which optionally may comprise a saturated or unsaturated ring, or an arylene radical, 
wherein one or more of the carbon atoms optionally is replaced by a heteroatom chosen 
from N, S, O and P. / 

10. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Claim 7, wherein said P and P' groups, which 
are identical or different, are selected from the following formulae: 



30197807vl 3 





/ O 



• 



o 



Rfi / »6 A" 

Re-^R* 

,r — R 5 -CH-R 7 — °j — R 5 -£H-R 7 — 

Rs-^T-Rj, A" 
Ra 

L / ~^fH-R 7 - 

r — R 5 -CH-R, — / or £10 



R*— jjr-R* A" 
Ra 



R5 and R7 have the same meanings as R2 defined in Claim 7; 

R$, Rg and R9 have the same meanings afs Ri and R 3 defined in Claim 7; 

Rio represents a linear or branched ^kylene group which is optionally unsaturated and 
which optionally comprises one or n/ore heteroatoms selected from the group consisting 
of N, O, S and P, and 



A" is a physiologically acceptable aounterion. 

11. (Amended) A polyurethane according to Claim 1, wherein Y represents a glycol selected 
from the group consisting of etMylene glycol, diethylene glycol and propylene glycol or a 
group derived from a polymer selected from the group consising of polyethers, 
sulphonated polyesters and smphonated polyamides. 

12. (Amended) A method of using a polyurethane as defined in Claim 1 as a thickener or 
gelling agent comprising adding said polyur ethane to a c omposition which is to be jased 
for topical application as a cosmetic. 



13. (Amended) A cosmetic composition comprising, in a cosmetically acceptable medium, 

at least one polyurethane as defined by Claim 1 . 
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